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SUBJECT: LUEBECK'S GAUL MAY BE FORCED TO RESIGN 

SUMMARY. GERHARD GAUL (CDU), THE PRESIDENT OF THE LUEBECK 
CITY PARLIAMENT, IS UNDER SUDDEN AND HEAVY ATTACK FROM 
BOTH THE SPD AND THE FDP FOR DECISIONS HE MADE DURING 
WORLD WAR II AS A MEMBER OF A NAVY COURT MARTIAL. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . THE SPD AND THE FDP IN LUEBECK ARE DEMAND GAUL'S 
RESIGNATION ON THE GROUNDS THAT HIS DECISIONS AS A NAVAL 
JUDGE DURING THE WAR BETRAY "SUCH A TOTAL COMMITMENT TO 
NAZIISM THAT IT IS UNTHINKABLE THAT HE SHOULD HOLD OFFICE 
IN A DEMOCRACY." THE CDU, INDLUDING SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN 
MINISTER PRESIDENT STOLTENBERG, EXPRESSED COMPLETE SUPPORT 
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FOR GAUL. 

2. SPECIFICALLY GAUL, WHO HAS ALSO SERVED AS MINISTER OF 
JUSTICE IN SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN, IS CHARGED WITH THE 
FOLLOWING "INEXCUSABLE" DEATH SENTENCES HANDED DOWN BY A 
THREE-MAN NAVAL COURT OF WHICH HE WAS THE SENIOR 
MEMBER: (1) ON APRIL 14, 1942, AT THE NAVAL BASE 
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IN WESERMUENDE THE COURT TRIED AND SENTENCED TO DEATH A 
27- YEAR OLD GERMAN SAILOR FOR TWICE BEING AWOL AND 
COMMITTING THEFTS AND FORGERIES. THE COURT DECISION, 
WRITTEN BY GAUL HIMSELF, HELD THE SAILOR TO BE GUILTY 
OF DESERTION AND NOTED THAT LONG IMPRISONMENT WOULD 
BE WITHOUT PURPOSEBECAUSE THE SAILOR WAS OF "UNRELIABLE 
CHARACTER." THE JUDGEMENT ALSO CONTAINS THE GOLLOWING 
SENTENCE: "ASOCIAL ELEMENTS LIKE THE ACCUSED MUST BE 
RUTHLESSLY ELIMINATED." (2) ON FEBRUARY 16, 1943, 

A COURT SITTING IN NARVIK, NORWAY, SENTENCED TO DEATH 
A 32-YEAR OLD NORWEGIAN CIVILIAN FOR SABOTAGE. THE 
NORWEGIAN, ACCORDING TO THE COURT JUDGEMENT, ADMITTED 
DEFUSING TWO BOMBS AND THEN RETRACTED HIS ADMISSION. 

ON THIS DOCUMENT APPEARS IN GAUL'S HAND THE FOLLOWING 
SENTENCE : "I RECOMMEND NO MERCY." 

3. COMMENT: WHAT, IF ANYTHING, GAUL WILL IN FACT 
DO, OTHER THAN TO JUSTIFY HIS ACTIONS AS BEING 
ENTIRELY LEGAL AND JUST, IS NOT YET CLEAR BUT THE 
GAUL AFFAIR, IN THE WAKE OF THE FILBINGER AFFAIR, 

IS CERTAINLY DAMAGING TO THE CDU. THE FEDERAL 
ARCHIVES FOR THE PERIOD OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
WERE OPENED IN 1973, AND THE GAUL AFFAIR WILL 
FURTHER STIMULATE THE APPETITE FOR THE CRIMES AND 
SCANDALS OF THE PAST. 

KISELYAK 
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